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Canon and Text of the New Testament. Bv Caspar Rene Greg- 
ory, D.D., LL.D. Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark; New York: 
Scribners, 1907. Pp. 540. $2.50. 

The announcement of a volume in "The International Theological 
Library " on the canon and text of the New Testament by so distinguished an 
expert as Professor Gregory naturally roused great expectations, and these 
expectations have, in some measure, been fulfilled. The author, from the 
vantage-ground of his long familiarity with the subject, has obviously set 
himself to reveal its genuine human interest. Perhaps the best sections of 
the book are those in which his historical imagination is exercised on the 
various processes by which a definite group of Christian writings came to have 
a unique authority (e. g., pp. 52, 53, 56, 57, 216, 217, 292-94), or which led 
to the appearance of divergent types of text in the manuscripts and versions 
of the New Testament (e. g., pp. 486, 487, 504, 505). The consequence is 
that discussions which in other hands have often proved dry and technical 
may here be followed with unflagging interest. 

The graphic method employed by Dr. Gregory seems partly due to the 
fact that he has in view the ordinary reader of intelligence, rather than the 
student, strictly so called. At times he appears to vacillate between the 
needs of the two classes. Possibly this may account for a strange lack of 
caution in some statements of detail. Thus, e. g., he claims Clement as "full 
evidence" for the Gospel of Matthew at the close of the first century (p. 67). 
But the very careful investigation of Clement's supposed quotations from 
Matthew in The New Testament in the Apostolic Fathers (Oxford, 1905), 
pp. 58-62, is a warning against dogmatic statements. A similar hesitation 
must be expressed with regard to Dr. Gregory's assertion that "Barnabas 
has two quotations from Matthew" (p. 78). One may again refer to the 
guarded statement in the work quoted above (pp. 17-19). Many other 
instances might be adduced. This abandon, which undoubtedly gives 
vigor and zest to the book, has, perhaps, a connection with some extraor- 
dinary defects of style. 

We cannot help thinking that the desire to write a vivid and effective 
narrative — certainly a most laudable aim in this province of knowledge — 
has affected the plan of the book, more especially in the section which treats 
of the text. There is far too much detailed information regarding certain 
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facts and incidents in the history of the documents, and far too little dis- 
cussion of critical problems and processes. Four whole pages are spent on 
Teschendorf's discovery of the Codex Sinaiticus (pp. 329-32), and at least 
four more in a minute description of the same scholar's various editions of 
the Greek New Testament (pp. 455-59). Yet the book contains scarcely 
any specimens of the application of the principles of textual criticism. No 
hints are given as to the manner in which a critical edition of the New Testa- 
ment should be used. No criteria are supplied for estimating the value for 
textual criticism of the various versions or Fathers. How much more 
illuminating, for example, the section on "Syriac Translations" (pp. 396- 
403) would be if account were taken of Mr. F. C. Burkitt's brilliant investi- 
gation of the New Testament text in Syriac Church Fathers. And, most 
strange of all, while Dr. Gregory has a very interesting and suggestive dis- 
cussion of the various types of extant texts, to which he gives the names of 
"original" (=Westcott-Hort's "Neutral"), " re-wrought "(=W.-H.'s "Wes- 
tern"), "polished" (=W.-H's "Alexandrian"), "first Syrian revision," 
"second Syrian revision" or "official" (=W.-H.'s "Syrian"), he entirely 
omits to specify the manuscripts, translations, and Fathers in which these 
various recensions are to be found. 

On the other hand, nothing could be more admirable than the laying-out 
of the section on the Canon. After an excellent introduction which deals 
with the real scope of the inquiry, "whether or no there existed at an early 
period in the history of the Christian church a positively official and author- 
ized collection of books that was acknowledged by the whole of Christen- 
dom" (p. 8), which discusses the word "Canon," the Jewish Canon, the 
means of intercommunication in the early church, and the production of 
books in those primitive days, he proceeds to group the evidence for the 
various New Testament writings round the names of famous church 
leaders, such as Clement, Ignatius, Papias, Justin, Eusebius, etc., and 
influential heretics like Basilides, Marcion, Tatian, and others. At the close 
of each epoch through which the history advances, the apostolic age, the 
post-apostolic, the age of Irenaeus, of Origen, of Eusebius, of Theodore of 
Mopsuestia, Dr. Gregory provides valuable summaries of the actual posi- 
tion of affairs which, however, must be read in the light of the caution ex- 
pressed above. In an investigation marked, as a general rule, by insight, 
sympathy, and enthusiasm, the result of a practical appreciation of human 
conditions, it is difficult to make selections for special commendation. We 
have been particularly struck by the lucid discussion of Marcion's crucial 
importance for the history of the Canon, by the paragraphs which treat 
of Justin's acquaintance with the Fourth Gospel (pp. 93, 94, 181, 182), 
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and by various far-reaching statements which occur almost incidentally, as, 
e. g., that on the nature of New Testament quotations in early writers (pp. 
60 ff.), the explanation of the new legalism in the Christian church (p. 84), 
the emphasis on the linking together of the various generations by men like 
Polycarp and Potheinus (p. 145), and the important caution as to the pres- 
ence of sub-apostolic writings in New Testament manuscripts (p. 216). 

H. A. A. Kennedy 
Knox College 
Toronto, Can. 

The Books of the Prophets. By G. G. Findlay, D.D. London: 
Charles H. Kelly, 1907. Vol. IT, pp. xv + 199; Vol. IIT, pp. xi 
+ 248. 2S. 6d. per vol. 

The first volume of this work preceded those now issued by some eleven 
years. The author explains the long delay as due partly to ill health and 
the interruptions of other work, and partly to the "difficulties of the task 
and the continual appearance .... of fresh theories and suggestions 
with which it was necessary to acquaint oneself." The present volumes 
include Isa., chaps. 1-39, Micah, chaps. 6 and 7, Nahum, Zephaniah, 
Habakkuk, Zechariah, chaps. 12-14, and Jeremiah. Prophecy in "The 
Exile and After" remains to be treated in a fourth volume. 

In general, the study of each prophet or group of prophets is intro- 
duced by a chapter upon the history of the times. The prophecies them- 
selves are then taken up in the form of running description, discussion, 
and comment, with brief quotation. At the end of the section concerning 
each book there is given a tabular analysis of the contents of the book. 
This more detailed study is followed, in the case of Isaiah, by a chapter 
upon the messianic teaching of the prophet and, in the case of Jeremiah, 
by a chapter upon the discipline of Jeremiah. The third volume closes 
with a general survey of the doctrine of the prophets of the seventh century. 

In his preface, Dr. Findlay says he cannot range himself "as a partisan 
either of the " advanced " or the " traditional " school of Old Testament 
interpretation." He recognizes "the rights and duties of criticism," 
which he defines as "instructed and reasoned judgment." Throughout 
the work, he fully and candidly faces the problems which arise in regard 
to the integrity of the books considered. His conclusions are usually 
conservative, yet he does not hesitate, as in the case of Isaiah, chaps. 12, 
13—14: 23, 2i : 1-10, 24-27, to deny many portions of the prophetic writings 
to their traditional authors. 

Viewed separately, Dr. Findlay' s historical sections are often of a 
nature to be very helpful to the general reader. Thus his interpretation 



